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6th Annual 
Public Speaking Challenge

by Natalie Moran, Development Director

Notable Quotable
If you can DREAM it, you can DO it.

Walt Disney

Urban Alliance celebrated a year of 
expansion and success at the 6th 
Annual Public Speak-
ing Challenge on 
Friday, August 11th.  
This annual event is the 
culmination of our 
internship programs 
each year.  This year we 
had approximately 60 
students give presen-
tations about their 
internship experience 
at Urban Alliance.

While being judged by 
community members 
from various corpora-
tions, nonprofits, and 
UA partners, the 
students shined and 
exhibited how much 
they had grown over 
the past year.

After the presentations 
at Georgetown Law 
Center, a luncheon was 
held at the Holiday Inn 
on the Hill.  During the 
luncheon program, 
bonuses for perfect 
attendance and 
outstanding presenta-
tions were handed out 
to over 30 students.

Following these 
presentations, the first 
ever Mentor Excellence 
Scholarship was 
awarded to Janet Obi-
Rapu.  This college-
bound Dunbar senior 
was extremely thank-
ful to the mentors 

whose donations drove the $2,000 
scholarship award.  She ended her 

speech with:

“Thank you. You saw 
something in me worth 
investing in, and now I 
see that myself.”

Congratulations also go 
to Eric Goode, another 
deserving college 
bound senior from 
Ballou who received a 
laptop from UA.  Eric 
was awarded the much 
needed computer for 
his outstanding leader-
ship amongst his 
peers.

Thank you also to our 
judges for taking time 
out of their busy sched-
ules to attend the Public 
Speaking Challenge.  
This year’s judges were 
Adwoa Agyeman 
(Moriah Fund), Amber 
Austin (Advisory Board) 
Viki Betancourt (World 
Bank), Colleen Daily 
(CAAB), Abby Kessler 
(Advisory Board), Arthur 
McKee (City Bridge 
Foundation), Sarah Mull-
ins (Fair Chance) 
Jeanann Peterson, 
(Bank of America), Edu-
ardo Romero, (Nonprofit 
Roundtable), Zena 
Soudah  (World Bank), 
Summer Spencer 
(WORC), Muriel Wilkins 
(Iris Associates), and 
Denise Yeager (CNS).

(from top) Reggie Acevedo speaking at the 
luncheon, ‘06 graduates Adam Gladden and 

Terrel Hil, Janet Obi-Rapu accepting her 
scholarship award, and  World Bank interns 

Darlette Hinton and Arielle Smith. 






