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7th Annual Public Speaking Challenge A Success!
by Natalie Zundel, Development Director

Notable Quotable
"We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, therefore,

is not an act but a habit." 
 Aristotle

Hoping for the morning to be over soon, 120 
Urban Alliance students gathered at George 
Washington University’s Elliott School of 
International Affairs early on Friday, August 
10th.  They were a nervous bunch, since each 
had to give a presentation to a panel of 
community judges before the morning was 
done.  

In its 7th year, the Annual Public Speaking 
Challenge had the largest group of students 
ever, with almost 
120 DC youth 
giving 5-7 
minute public 
p r e s e n t a t i o n s 
about their year 
long work 
experience as 
interns at 
e m p l o y e r s 
throughout DC.

More students 
then ever before 
received top 
scores from the 
judges, earning 
them a $100 
performance bonus awarded at the 
luncheon immediately following the 
presentations.  

One student, Shantel Pimble, did such a 
spectacular job on her presentation that she 
received perfect marks from the judges!

More public speaking was required of the 
students during the Awards Luncheon, as 
well.  Sheryl Pearson, ‘07 grad of HD Woodson 
Senior High, James Yardborough, ‘06 UA 
Alumni, and Shanel DeBruce, recent graduate 
of the Health Alliance Program, all addressed 
the crowd of close to 200 students, family, 
mentors, judges, and supporters.  Each 
student spoke about their experiences in 
UA’s programs, and their goals for the 
future.

Thank you to our wonderful judges who 
donated their time:

Emily Appel, Capital Area Asset Builders
Marion Ballard

Tene Dolphin, DC Mayor’s Office
Jose Dominguez, DC CYITC

Craig English, Eastern Senior High
Elizabeth Gill, City at Peace

Amy Harbison, Meyer Foundation
John Haywood

Carmen James Lane, Meyer Foundation
Nikki Kellerman-Lowe, Meyer Foundation
Kristen Louk, Corporate Executive Board

Robert Malone, M&T Bank
Arthur McKee, CityBridge Foundation

Mary Mulcahy, Cafritz Foundation
Raquel Njari, Moriah Fund
Zeljka Radovic Jaysingh

Alyssa Rosenburg, Government Executive
Eshuana Smith, DC AYA

Zena Soudah, World Bank
Rosetta Thurman, Nonprofit Roundtable

Alexandra Vargo, Atlantic Media Company
Walter Woods, World Bank

UA would also like to thank M&T Bank for 
partial sponsorship of the event.

A huge A huge THANK YOU THANK YOU to to 
Juan & Zeljka Jaysingh who Juan & Zeljka Jaysingh who 
designated their wedding designated their wedding 

gifts to be donations to gifts to be donations to 
Urban Alliance.  Thanks to Urban Alliance.  Thanks to 

their overwhelming their overwhelming 
generosity, Urban Alliance generosity, Urban Alliance 

will be able to employ more will be able to employ more 
students this fall!students this fall!

Left: Class of 2007 speaker, Sheryl Pearson
Right: A group of Class of 2007 program grads display their bonus awards
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Inspiring Excellence.Inspiring Excellence.Employing Youth.
College Life

After getting past the 
tuition and fees part of 
college then you can 
finally relax a little bit.  But 
not too much, because 

there are so many opportunities and 
clubs that you can be a part of.  In 
college they have sororities and 
fraternities that you could join.  Work 
study programs are available for you if 
you would like some extra change in 
your pocket.  College life is a whole 
different game than that of high 
school.  In college this is where you 
really learn about other people and 
more about yourself.

Although we see college being 
advertised as something that is always 
fun, it’s also about challenges.  In 
college you will be faced with different 
obstacles such as not getting along 
with your roommate or having 
financial problems.  Part of the college 
experience consists of having work 
that might seem unbearable for you to 
handle and teachers that you cannot 
understand.  That’s why it’s so 
important to make an effort to go to 
college.  Here is where you find out 

your true strengths. 

It is important to choose a college that 
fits you, instead of going with 
somebody else’s opinion.  If you like to 
be surrounded by a close knit school, 
then going to a small college would be 
best for you.  If you like to be 
surrounded by a large body of 
students, then attending a university 
that is big might fit your style.  
Whatever you choose, it will have a 
great impact on your college 
experience.   

Last but not least try to get the best out 
of your college experience.  Ten years 
from now someone may come up to 
you and ask about your college 
experience; you should be able to tell 
them all the good things.  Like the 
good teachers that you were able to 
connect with, and build a relationship 
with, and the college friends that you 
still have now.  Only you can make the 
best out of your college experience; no 
one can do it for you.  College life is 
what you make of it so do the right 
thing and go!

UA Staff 
Update

Farewell
Urban Alliance must say a very sad 
farewell to our High School Intern, 
Shantel Pimble, and our Alumni 
Services Intern, Shanita Conley.

Shantel, a 2007 graduate of Dunbar 
Senior High School, will be attending 
school full-time at Prince George’s 
Community College this fall before 
transferring to Delaware State 
University.

Shanita Conley, a 2006 graduate of Bell 
Multicultural, is leaving for her first 
semester at University of Albany, NY.  
She just transferred there to study 
Forensic Science.

Both will be sorely missed but we wish 
them the best of luck at school!

Welcome
The UA family would like to extend a 
warm welcome; as our program grows, 
so does our staff:

Kristina Gray, Program Coordinator
A DC area native, Kristina graduated 
from Goucher College in 2001. She’s 
worked extensively in the past around 
women’s rights, reproductive health 
and grassroots organizing issues. Prior 
to joining UA, she conducted youth 
leadership development trainings at 
the Young Women’s Project.

Raymond Hutchison, Program Coordinator
Raymond is a Graduate of the 
University of Rochester and prior to 
joining UA, he taught eighth grade 
social studies at Eastway Middle 
School in Charlotte, North Carolina as 
part of the Teach For America 
Program.

Meaghan Woodbury, Program Coordinator
Meaghan graduated from Loyola 
College of Maryland.   Prior to joining 
UA, she worked at the Baltimore City 
Teaching Residency where she 
completed a Masters Degree in 
Education from Johns Hopkins 
University while teaching middle 
school social studies.

Program Notes & News

by Shantel Pimble, Dunbar Senior High School Graduate

Applications for Urban Alliance’s year-round, paid internship program for DC high 
school seniors will be available via our website by September 1st.  The deadline to 
submit an application is September 27th by 5pm.  For more information visit:

www.urbanalliancefoundation.org/how_to_appy.htm
..................................................................................................................................................................
Urban Alliance is still searching for Job Partners in the DC area willing to 
host an intern for the 2007/08 program year.  If you, or someone you know, may be 
interested in helping DC youth reach their potential, please contact Veronica 
Nolan at 202.266.5722!
..................................................................................................................................................................
Attention UA Alumni: Need help with your resume? Trying to find a job? Never 
fear, Alumni Services is here!  Urban Alliance’s new initiative to support our 
graduates long-term is now in full swing.  Director of Alumni Services, Sean Segal, 
is available to help with your resume, college transfer, financial aid search, and 
much more.  For more information, call Sean at 202.266.7675 or email him at 
ssegal@urbanalliancefoundation.org.

And the Alumni Website will go live in early September! www.UAalumni.org




