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On January 19th, Urban Alliance held the
4th Annual College Essay Day. The event
was coordinated in partnership with Servi-
ceCorp, who provided more than 50
volunteers from Atlantic Media, Advisory
Board, Corporate Executive Board, The
Hotline, Capital Source and National Jour-
nal to work with over 70 UA students. The
volunteers gave two hours of their day to
sit down with one or two Urban Alliance
students and help them revise and edit
their college application essays. The
students really enjoyed the rare opportu-
nity to receive individual attention on their
writing. The biggest request from the
students was for more time with the
volunteers. Many of the volunteers were
very generous and shared their contact
information with the students so that they
could provide continued feedback on the
students essay over email.

In fact, because of the many requests for
more opportunities to work on their
writing with volunteers, Urban Alliance is

2007 Volunteers

Emily Aaronson

Robert Gettlin
Gwen Glazer
Jenna Golden

planning a similar event for March 2nd
where volunteers will help the students
edit their cover letters and resumes. With
the help of volunteers, these events give
students the unique and valuable oppor-
tunity to receive individual attention on
their personal writing. Thanks so much to
the volunteers who gave their time and
energy to work with the students.

Students Brandon Hall and LaTreaviette Stewart,
work with a volunteer on their college essays.
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INn the Spirit

Health Alliance participants were asked,
in the spirit of the new year, to write
about what they are most looking
forward to in 2007 and the steps they will
take to ensure their success:

“I am most looking forward to growing as
an individual both spirituality and
mentally. | am also looking forward to
trying new experiences and spending
more time focusing on what | need in
life..”

-Ja’nea Perry

“ | am thankful for the diligence of my
case manager, Jee. Before, | didn't really
understand how all of these wonderful
services, i.e. tutoring, one-on-ones could
help me academically or holistically and
now | do and greatly appreciate all the
hard work that goes into making this
program and most of all myself, a success.
| am looking forward to being better this
year but not just better, GREAT, having full
confidence in knowing that | have all the
support | need.”

-Markiah Wormley

“My main objectives for this semester are
to think, believe,and act.”
-HA Participant

Perris’
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“l am anticipating the New Year to give
me the strength to maintain my sanity
and realize life is what it is. Having this
knowledge will allow me to remember
that my future depends solely on my
actions and not let anything or anyone
take this from me! My concrete steps
consist of: Loving myself and each day to
the fullest, taking responsibility for the
results of my actions and being mature
enough to recognize good decisions that
could take me one step closer to my
future goal of becoming aRN.”

-Shonta Jones

I am looking forward to better managing
my school, work, and personal life,
because life is too short to take for
granted and to stress over.

- Asia Richey

The three concrete steps | will be taking
to make sure my goals are completed are;
1) Staying spiritually and physically fit. 2)
Staying focus and inspired by the first
part of my journey that is already
completed. 3) Staying connected to
people who are constantly keeping me
motivated to complete my education.
-Shawnta Alvarez

Points

by Perris Gillis, UA Alumni, Ballou Graduate 2006

Urban Alliance really helped me outin my
preparation for college and for life. |
learned some important tips in my days
at UA that | would like to share with the
new students:

Point 1 = Always show up to work on
time and properly dressed because this

| will help you in preparation for when you
{getareal job.

Point 2 = When you get paid spend your
money wisely. For example, you can put
that money away for college materials, or
for transportation costs.

Point 3= Do not disrespect your mentor,
because they are giving you an
opportunity and it makes yourself look
bad, and could damage your chance in
getting the job you wanted.

Point 4 = Do not be afraid to talk to your

program coordinator or anybody in the
UA staff about a problem because they
are there to help.

Point 5 = Try to make new friends at UA.
You might know some students already
but expand, you never know if they might
be somebody you keep in contact with
for along time.

Point 6 = Pay attention to all the guest
speakers that come to the workshops
because they do give you some wisdom.

Point 7 = If you plan on going to college,
pay attention in the workshops because
they do teach you important things that
you will need to know.

Point 8 = The most important rule is to
have fun, because UA is giving you a job
that pays well and gives critical
information about college and life.
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Skyrocketing
Tuition Fees

by Shantel Pimble, Dunbar Senior

College costs are soaring.

For decades, the cost of

: tuition continues to go up

r without fail and every year

it seems to get worse. In

2006-2007 four-year private school

tuition is $22,218 a year. Tuition at an

in-state college is usually much

cheaper than tuition at an out-of-state

or private school. Although not every-

one prefers to go to an in-state school.

Every year the tuition rate goes up by
at least 6 percent.

Kalman Chany, state schools author of |
Paying for College says that “tuition at
even relatively affordable schools has
gone up 9.6 percent last year” Many
colleges sharply increase tuition to
match rival colleges. These hikes seem
to be insisting that the higher the
tuition the better the school. Can the
rate of rising tuition fees for college be
worth it for the school for its own
reconstruction and use? Or is it simply
too much for those who just cannot
afford to pay as much as the colleges
are asking for? Rising tuition is
preventing a lot of students from
going to and finishing college because
of the financial pressure that they have
to go through.

The flip side to the high tuition rates is
that the amount of financial aid avail-
able is greater. This could be helpful to
those who need financial assistance
but | would ask what is the point of
higher tuition rates when there will be
a need to raise financial aid. This
impacts me a lot as a student because
the tuition rate at many schools is not
affordable for me or many of my peers.
A second edition of this column will
explore the world of scholarships,
grants, and loan opportunities. In the
third article, |1 will detail the cost of
college fees and how to budget as a
student.






